
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Assemblymember Isaac G. Bryan, Chair  
Assembly Natural Resources Committee 
1020 N Street, Room 164 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
April 6, 2026 
 
Re: AB 2100 (Connolly) - Alternative Manure Management - Support 
 
Dear Chair Bryan: 
 
On behalf of the undersigned organizations and dairy producers, we ask you to support AB 
2100 (Connolly) to ensure California’s dairies can implement and scale up practical alternative 
manure management strategies to achieve California’s climate and environmental goals. This 
legislation takes steps to improve state planning and support for these strategies and to address 
barriers to project approvals.  
 
CDFA’s Alternative Manure Management Program (AMMP) provides resources for 
manure-handling and storage system upgrades that reduce the amount of manure that ends up 
in liquid, anaerobic environments, where its decomposition produces methane. 1 AMMP has 

1 See more info at CDFA’s AMMP webpage: https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oars/ammp/ 

 

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oars/ammp/


 
 

played an important role in progress toward California’s 2030 methane reduction target, and a 
recent analysis shows the program has even greater potential.2 AMMP practices also help many 
dairies reduce costs, conserve water, and improve soil health, and two-thirds of AMMP projects 
convert manure into valuable compost.3  
 
However, demand for AMMP has outpaced funding by an average of 200–300%.4 Without 
access to funding support, many dairies will not have the resources necessary to improve 
manure management, especially as the industry faces an increasingly challenging economic 
climate marked by low milk prices that fall well below rising input costs and growing fees, fines, 
and restrictions due to implementation of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act 
(SGMA). At the same time, dairies interested in scaling up or starting new compost projects 
often face barriers, including complicated and redundant approval requirements.   

Meanwhile, dairies are navigating increasing regulatory pressure on how they manage nitrogen 
from manure. Shifting more manure from liquid to dry management and composting can help 
dairies manage nitrogen by making the manure lighter and easier to transport. But transitioning 
and scaling these systems requires adequate incentives and a clearer, more efficient approval 
process. Scaling up dairy manure composting can also help meet growing compost demand 
from crop farmers and meet other state climate goals, such as targets to increase soil health 
practices.5 However, relevant state agencies have not yet developed the coordinated 
assessment and planning needed to achieve these mandates and targets. AB 2100 helps 
address that gap by: 

1.​ Improving interagency coordination for AMMP practices by convening a task force of 
relevant agencies, dairy industry representatives, and scientific and technical experts to 
analyze the role of alternative manure management in California’s climate and 
environmental goals and to recommend improvements to state planning, incentive 
programs, regulations, and implementation.  

2.​ Convening relevant permitting agencies to develop a clearer and more efficient process 
for approving new and expanded projects that manage livestock and dairy manure 
through on-farm composting or through the sale or transfer of manure to off-site users. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 

5 California’s Nature-Based Solutions Climate Targets (2025): 
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/auction-proceeds/cciAssociateannual_report_2025.pdf 

4 Calculated by CalCAN using CDFA published data. See annual comparison of funding demand and 
availability at https://calclimateag.org/ammp/ 

3 California Climate and Agriculture Network (CalCAN). (2019). Dairy Producers Turn to Compost as 
Climate Solution 
https://calclimateag.org/dairy-producers-turn-to-compost-as-climate-solution/ 

2 California Climate and Agriculture Network (CalCAN). (2026). Reassessing the Role Alternative Manure 
Management in California’s Methane Reduction Strategy. https://calclimateag.org/ammp-methane-report/ 

 

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/auction-proceeds/cci_annual_report_2025.pdf
https://calclimateag.org/dairy-producers-turn-to-compost-as-climate-solution/
https://calclimateag.org/ammp-methane-report/


 
 

Colton Fagundes 
Associate Policy Director 
California Climate and Agriculture Network 
 
Matt Amos 
Dairy Owner 
Amos Bros Dairy 
 
Michael Barcellos 
Dairy Owner 
Monster Dairy 
 
Michael Benedetti 
Vice President, Quality, Regulatory, 
Sustainability 
Clover Sonoma 
 
Doug Beretta 
Dairy Owner 
Beretta Dairy 
 
Frank Boldrini 
Dairy Owner 
Boldrini Dairy 
 
Joseph Button 
Vice President, Sustainability & Strategic 
Impact 
Straus Family Creamery 
 
Eugene Camozzi 
Dairy Owner 
Valley View Dairy 
 
Ellie Cohen 
CEO 
The Climate Center 
 
Jerry Da Silva 
Manager 
Manuel Da Silva Dairy 
 
 
 

Chelsea Gazillo 
Senior California Policy Manager 
American Farmland Trust 
 
Dayna Ghirardelli 
Executive Director 
Sonoma County Farm Bureau 
 
Diana Giacomini Hagan 
Co-CEO/CFO 
Robert Giacomini Dairy, Inc. dba Point 
Reyes Farmstead Cheese Co. 
 
William Hart 
Project Manager 
Gold Ridge Resource Conservation District 
 
John Heywood 
Executive Director 
People, Food and Land Foundation 
 
Joseph Augusto 
President 
California Dairy Campaign 
 
Nick Lapis 
Director of Advocacy 
Californians Against Waste 
 
Loren Lopes 
Dairy Owner 
Lorinda Dairy 
 
Manuel Machado 
Owner 
Machado Hay Company 
 
Jose G. Machado 
Dairy Owner 
3 Machados Dairy, Inc. 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Lynne McBride 
Executive Director 
California Dairy Campaign 
 
Neil McIsaac III 
Dairy Owner 
Neil McIsaac and Son Dairy 
 
Albert Mello 
Dairy Owner 
Mello Dairy 
 
Mike Mello 
Dairy Owner 
Mello Farms 
 
Steven Mello 
Dairy Owner 
Llano Oaks Dairy 
 
Mark Miranda 
Dairy Owner 
M & N Miranda Dairy 
 
Mike Moretti 
Dairy Owner 
2/M Dairy 
 
Johanna Nosecchi 
Dairy Owner 
Nosecchi Family Dairy 
 
Jim Regli 
Dairy Owner 
Jim Regli Jersey Dairy 
 
 
 
 
 

Ty Renati 
Dairy Owner 
T Buffalo, Inc. 
 
Jim Riebli 
Dairy Owner 
Jim Riebli Dairy 
 
Nancy Scolari 
Executive Director 
Marin Resource Conservation District 
 
Lia Sieler 
Executive Director 
Western Organic Dairy Producers Alliance 
 
Johnny Silveira 
Dairy Owner 
Silveira Dairy 
 
Joseph Stefenoni 
President & CEO 
California State Grange 
 
Joey Tresch 
Dairy Owner 
Tresch Family Dairy 
 
John Vitorino 
Dairy Owner 
Vitorino Dairy 
 
Laetitia Benador 
Policy Manager 
California Certified Organic Farmers 
(CCOF) 
 
Lauren Navarro 
Policy Director 
Sustainable Conservation 

 
 
 

 


