Farmer & Rancher Climate Leaders

Healthy Soils Program Participants

John Austel began a grass-fed cattle operation

4J HORSE & LlVESTOCK as part of a 4H project with his three sons,
CcO starting with 10 bred cows. Now, with a herd

size of over 100 head and 5,600 acres, they are
deepening their understanding of how cows are
a necessary tool for carbon sequestration,
water storage, ecosystem health, wildfire risk
reduction, and landscape resilience.

Jamul, San Diego County
Award Amount: $100,000

John and his three sons have divided the ranch
into 150- to 350-acre pastures. and within one
year of prescribed grazing, they saw positive
results. In collaboration with the Resource
Conservation District of Greater San Diego
County (RCD), John received a 2018 CDFA
Healthy Soils Program Demonstration Project
grant to expand the practice of high-intensity
grazing on his pastures.

Through strategic planning, technical

"We are traditional ranchers using current assistance, and financial support from the RCD,
science to help manage our operations. By John s able to engage younger ranchers to
growing grass, we are storing carbon and share how prescribed grazing is good for

water, and helping prevent drought which business, good for the cows and good for the

matters for our bottom line." soil.
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