Farmer & Rancher Climate Leaders

Healthy Soils Program Participants

SANTA BARBARA BLUEBERRIES
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- Ed Seaman

Ed Seaman started his farming career in Santa Barbara
Blueberries’ roadside farm stand. Since then, he has
worked in every aspect of the operation, which he and
his wife now own. They secured Healthy Soils funding
in partnership with Restoration Oaks Ranch where the
blueberry farm is located. Their focus is to build
resilience in the face of extreme water insecurity. On
the slope above their well, they will plant native shrubs and trees to reduce soil
erosion, stabilizing the hillside and encouraging water penetration to recharge the
aquifer. At the ranch, compost spread over grazed lands will add soil organic matter, thereby increasing soil
carbon storage. Mulching the blueberry fields will increase soil moisture and cut irrigation demand.
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