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CalCAN Summit a Success!

The 5th California Climate and Agriculture Summit, a two-day event, began
with a day of keynote speeches, workshops, and poster presentations at the
UC Davis Conference Center, and finished with a day of farm tours in the
Capay Valley in Yolo County. We were so grateful for the incredible
presenters and panelists, and for all those that attended and lent their
experience, intelligence and enthusiasm to the event.
 
The Summit began with an opening Plenary session (audio file
available here). CalCAN Executive Director Renata Brillinger welcomed
attendees and opened the Summit by reminding us of the tangible impacts
of climate change, noting that California is in the midst of its wettest winter
on record, which has come at the heels of its deepest drought. She also
remarked on the uncertain ecological, political and social times we are in,
and noted the three areas CalCAN is watching in terms of action by the
Trump administration: Funding for climate research; federal pre-emption of
California’s climate, clean energy and immigration policies; and, 2018 Farm
Bill conservation funding.
 
Karen Ross, Secretary of the California Department of Food and Agriculture,
was the first keynote speaker of the day. She delivered an inspiring speech
about the potential for agriculture to be part of the solution to climate
change, and commended CalCAN for its leadership in this area. 
 
Read more…

In this Issue:
CalCAN Summit
Success

Healthy Soils Initiative
Update

CalCAN Leadership
Awards

CDFA Secretary
Praise for CalCAN

CalCAN at the
Podium

How to Conduct On-
Farm Research

Events

Share

http://calclimateag.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f573714ed93e8a8fc2ef5d827&id=3c73a7ebfe&e=a2f0400497
http://calclimateag.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f573714ed93e8a8fc2ef5d827&id=a9aecf0a9c&e=a2f0400497
http://calclimateag.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=f573714ed93e8a8fc2ef5d827&id=40d2694323&e=a2f0400497
http://calclimateag.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f573714ed93e8a8fc2ef5d827&id=b82fe67d5d&e=a2f0400497
http://calclimateag.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=f573714ed93e8a8fc2ef5d827&id=f996bc5cd1&e=a2f0400497
Renata
Typewritten Text

Renata
Typewritten Text

Renata
Typewritten Text

Renata
Typewritten Text

Renata
Typewritten Text

Renata
Typewritten Text

Renata
Typewritten Text



Healthy Soils Initiative & SWEEP Updates

The Environmental Farming Act Science Advisory Panel met in Sacramento on
Thursday, March 16th to review updates to two of California’s climate-smart
agriculture programs: the Healthy Soils Program and the State Water
Efficiency and Enhancement Program (SWEEP).

CDFA staff presented updates on the Healthy Soils Program's proposed
funding  allocation, timeline, eligible practices for incentives, quantification
methodology, and on-farm demonstration project guidelines. They also
discussed the SWEEP programs’ current funding round and application
period, including the 23 technical assistance workshops CDFA funded to
help farmers apply to the program. 

Read more...

Climate & Agriculture Leaders Recognized
at CalCAN Summit

On February 28th at the 5th California Climate and Agriculture Summit,
CalCAN recognized three individuals for their leadership in the field of
agriculture and climate change. Awards were given in to experts in three
areas: Policy, Science, and Farming or Ranching.
 
The 2017 winners are:
 
Secretary Karen Ross —Secretary Ross has led the California Department of
Food and Agriculture (CDFA) since she was appointed by Governor Brown in
2011. Secretary Ross has deep agricultural leadership experience in
California and nationally. Prior to joining CDFA, Secretary Ross served as
chief of staff for U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack for two years,
President of the California Association of Winegrape Growers from 1996 to
2009, and Vice-President of the Agricultural Council of California from
1989-1996. At CDFA, she has made it a priority to address climate
mitigation and adaptation in California agriculture, and is overseeing the
implementation of the state’s four Climate Smart Agriculture Programs.
 
Judith Redmond — Judith is co-owner of Full Belly Farm in Guinda, CA, a
400-acre certified organic farm operating since 1985. Full Belly Farm
produces a diverse range of fruits, vegetables, herbs, nuts, flowers, eggs
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and meat. Full Belly Farm is a leader in environmental stewardship, and won
the prestigious Leopold Conservation Award in 2014. Judith has been a
member of CalCAN’s Farmer Advisory Council since 2009, has long played a
leadership role on agriculture policy, and was recently appointed to the
CDFA’s Environmental Farming Act Science Advisory Panel, providing input
on the State Water Efficiency and Enhancement Program and Healthy Soils
Initiative.
 
Dr. Kerri Steenwerth — Kerri is a Research Soil Scientist with the USDA
Agricultural Research Service where she has worked since graduating with a
Ph.D. in Soil Science from UC Davis in 2003. She served as the Co-Director
for the USDA California Climate Sub Hub from 2013 to 2015. Kerri has
conducted innovative research on sustainable weed and soil management in
vineyards of California, including a focus on developing practices to
minimize greenhouse gas emissions from vineyards. She recently joined
CalCAN’s Science Advisory Council, and has served in numerous capacities
as an academic resource on climate and agriculture science to CalCAN and
others for years.

Left to right: Renata Brillinger, CalCAN; Reggie Knox, CA Farmlink; Judith
Redmond (winner); Dave Runsten, CAFF; Sec. Karen Ross (winner); Kelly
Damewood, CCOF; Dr. Kerri Steenwert (winner); Jeanne Merrill, CalCAN

CDFA Secretary Ross Praises CalCAN
Leadership

CDFA Secretary Karen Ross received the "Climate and
Agriculture Leadership Award" at the CalCAN Summit on
Feb. 28. Secretary Ross was recognized for a
commitment throughout her career to climate mitigation
and adaptation practices.
 
We were honored by remarks made by Secretary Karen Ross following our
presentation to her of a CalCAN Climate Leader Award. Secretary Ross said,
“CalCAN has been such an important partner for CDFA. They are the one
organization that works as a coalition to focus exclusively on policy and
practice at the intersection of agriculture and climate. As was said very well
by CalCAN’s Jeanne Merrill, we cannot meet our climate goals without
agriculture’s solutions, and that’s where the partnership of CalCAN and
CDFA is so important for our future.”
 
Click here to listen to Secretary Ross describe the importance of addressing
climate change and agriculture, and on CalCAN’s leadership on this issue.
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climate change and agriculture, and on CalCAN’s leadership on this issue.

CalCAN at the Podium

CalCAN staff provide presentations on climate and agriculture at
conferences and events; below are a few current examples. If you are
interested in inviting CalCAN to your event, please contact Renata Brillinger
at Renata@calclimateag.org.
 
The Future of California Climate Law & Policy

Organized by the UC Davis Environmental Law Society on March 10th, Renata
Brillinger participated on a panel focused on agriculture at this day-long
symposium exploring California’s role as a domestic and international
climate leader. Topics ranged from the challenges and opportunities
associated with California’s bold new climate legislation, SB 32; the
relationship between climate change, agriculture, and water scarcity;
strategies to promote zero emission vehicles and alternative transportation
systems; and the future of our state’s distinctive climate change “foreign
policy.”
 
Protecting the Health and Wellbeing of Communities in a Changing Climate

This workshop in Washington DC on March 13th was organized by two
roundtables of the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and
Medicine— the Roundtable on Population Health Improvement and the
Roundtable on Environmental Health Sciences, Research, and Medicine. The
workshop explored frameworks and strategies used by public health
agencies, health systems, and their partners (including in agriculture and
food systems) in strengthening community capacity to address the range of
evolving health challenges associated with climate change. CalCAN’s
Executive Director Renata Brillinger participated in a panel and focused on
the linkage between climate change, agriculture and health. Click here for a
video of the proceedings.
 
Solutions to Climate Change in our Rural Landscape

CalCAN’s Policy Director Jeanne Merrill will be speaking on March 21st at this
panel discussion about what we can do locally on agricultural lands and in
our backyards to remove carbon from the atmosphere. The event is part of
the San Mateo Resource Conservation District’s Blue Circle, a community
forum to share ideas and information for the stewardship of our natural
resources.  RSVP to adria@sanmateorcd.org
 
Charting a New Course in Food Systems and Environmental Health
2017 Symposium on Food Systems & Public Health
May 10-12, 2017  •  Long Beach
The S3 Symposium takes a big picture view of food and focuses on three key
principles: safety, security, and sustainability (S3).  The symposium is a
collaborative forum made up of environmental health professionals,
regulators, food producers, academia and others interested in enhancing
their understanding of the links between agricultural production, food
processing, food security, food safety, and environmental sustainability.
Jeanne Merrill will be one of the speakers. More information is available
here.

Napa County Watershed Symposium
May 24, 2017  •  Napa
This day-long event will bring together 150+ watershed stakeholders from
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local, state and federal natural resource agencies, community organizations,
nonprofit groups, and local and regional community members. The
symposium will focus on “Nature’s Value - What is, what was, and what can
be.” Renata Brillinger will speak on a panel entitled “Vulnerability, Change
and Resilience: Looking to the Future.” Click here for more information.

Resources for Growers

How to Conduct Research on 
Your Farm or Ranch
This 32-page Ag Innovations Series technical
bulletin provides detailed instruction for crop and
livestock producers, as well as educators, on how
to conduct research at the farm level using
practical strategies and peer-reviewed research
findings. How to Conduct Research on Your Farm
or Ranch also includes a comprehensive list of in-
depth resources and real-life examples—from a
Missouri crop and livestock farmer testing the
effect of additional cover cropping on forage available to his animals to a
West Virginia organic producer experimenting with an integrated trap crop
and pheromone trap system for ecological management of stink bugs—in
order to stimulate on-farm research ideas and provide guidance. Click here
to download the bulletin.

Breaking New Ground: Farmer Perspectives on Organic 
Utilizing results from a nationwide survey, this report by Oregon Tilth
identifies farmers’ motivation to transition from conventional to organic
farming, the major barriers impeding them from making this transition, and
the support farmers would need to make transitioning easier. Breaking New
Ground is an important resource for policymakers and organic stakeholders
to better understand the challenges and opportunities associated with the
transition process. Click here to access the report.

Events

California Whole Farm/Ranch Land Management 2017
March 24-25, April 7-8 and April 28-29, 2017
Paicines Ranch, Hollister, CA
This in-depth course is being offered in California as part of HMI’s Whole
Farm/Ranch Land Management Series. As a farmer, rancher or land steward,
you know that one of your greatest assets is the land you work with, and
managing that land can be tough due to weather conditions, environmental
pressures and high input costs. This course was designed to help you
regenerate your land for better soil health, bio-diversity, productivity and
profitability through the practice of Holistic Management. Click here for
more information and to register.

Healthy Foodwebs, Healthy Soils
Friday, April 21, 2017 • 9:00 am – 5:00pm
Morro Bay
Early bird price for the full-day workshop is: $65 and includes lunch
CalPoly Center for Sustainability is hosting Dr. Elaine Ingham for this
workshop. Topics will include soil foodweb principles, soil organism
identification, how to make aerobic compost/humus to enhance soil life,
making and applying biological extracts and teas, and case studies in
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improving soil ecosystems. Participants will gain a fundamental
understanding of the way soil biology drives plant nutrition and promotes
agricultural health.
Click here for more information and to register.
 
Soil Health Assessment Field Days 2017
9:30 – 11:30am, various dates and location
Details on each workshop will be available soon! 
Join us for these tailgate-style, on-farm workshops as we learn about
innovative assessment and management strategies for soil health in a variety
of cropping systems at three unique California locations. The workshops are
being sponsored by USDA's Western SARE program and are free and open to
the public. Register here.

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo with Dr. Alan Franzluebbers (USDA-ARS)  •
 May 5, 2017
Macon Seed, Turlock with Joe Mullinax (Denele Analytical Inc)  •  May
25, 2017
Full Belly Farm, Guinda with Judith Redmond (CDFA Env Farming
Panel) and Joe Mullinax  •  June 22, 2017 
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